SOME 

THOUGHTS 

Concerning  the 

P  E  A  CB 

AND   THE 

THANKSGIVING 

Appointed  by  Authority  ta 
be  obferved  for  it. 


In  a  LETTER   from    an  Elder  to  a 
Minifter  of  the    Church  of  Scotland^ 

Dan.  8.  23,  24,  25.  A  King  of  fierce  Countenance  {hall  ftand  vfrf 
and  (Ball  deftroy  wonderfully,  and  fit  all  proffer,  and  prattife% 
and  (l)all  deflfoy  the  Mighty,  and  the  holy  Veofle  ;  and  through 
his  Vol  icy  alfo  he  j) jail  caufe  Craft  to  ft  of  per  in  his  hand,  and  lie 
p)all  magnifie  himfelf  in  his  Heart,  and  by  Veace  fhall  defiroy 
many,  &c. 

I  Kings  20,  42.  Thus  faith  the  L0RV,  Becdufe  thou-  haft  let  go 
out  of  thy  handf  a  Man\whom  I  appointed  to  titter  Deflrutlion  5 
therefore  thy  Life  fl) all  go  for  his  Life,  and  thyVeoplefcr'his 

[Tuple. 

Ifa.  22.  If  I  13.  And  in  that  Day  did  the  LOFJ)  GOD  of  ttofls 
call  to    Weepings  and  to  Mourning,  and  to   B+ldnefs^  and  to 

.    Girding  with  Sackcloth  :  And  behold  Joy  and  Gladnefs,  flaying 

-"  Oxen  and  killing  Sheep,  eating  Flefi and  drinking  Wine,  &C 

A&s  4,  19.  Whether  it  be  right  in  the  Sight  of  GOD ,  to  hear  fan 
untoyot*  more  than  unto  GOD,  judge  ye. 

Printed  in  the  Year  17  ip 
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THOUGHTS  concerning 
the  cPeace^  &c 


S  1  H, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  Defire,  I  fend  you  the  Reafons  why 
I  cannot  join  in  a  Thankfgiving  for  the  prefent  Peace. 
I  have  ranked  them  in  three  CiafTes :  The  Firft  re* 
lates  to  wnat  precede:!  the  Negotiation. 
The  Second,  to  what  accompanied  them. 
And  the  Third,  to  what  has  happened  fince  the  Treaty 
was  concluded. 

As  to  what  preceded  the  Negotiations,  you  may  remem- 
ber as  well  as  I, 

i.  Thatthefe,  who  cried  out  tnofl  againftthe  Continu- 
ance of  the  War,  were  the  profeffed  Jacobites  andfucha* 
are  known  to  be  Enemies  to  the  Revolution  "Principles,  upon 
other  Accounts,  to  the  Toleration  in  England,  and  to  the 
prefent  Eftabliftiment  of  the  Church  ot  Scotland.  You 
know  very  well,  tha~  thefe  forts  ot  Men  redoubled  their 
Clamours  again!!  the  War,  when  they  faw  the  Exorbitant 
Power  of  the  Bloody  Hbufe  of  Bourbon  in  hazard  of  being 
reduced,  by  the  extraordinary,  not  to  fay  miraculous  Suc- 
cefs,  which  GOD  was  pleafed  to  grant  to  the  Confederate 
Arms ;  while  at  the  fme  time  he  affli&ed  France  with  Fa- 
mine and  peflilential  Diftempeis.  This  was  the  Scate  of 
Affairs,  when  the  French  Court  agreed  to  the  Preliminaries 
of  1709.  which  they  perfidioufly  went  off  from,  as  wa? 
then  declared  by  our  Court,  in  Conjun&ion  with  the  reft 
'of  the  Confederates, 

A  %  a   'f  :$ 
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%.  You  remember,  no  doubr,  there  were  violent  Suf- 
picions  then,  that  the  French  Court  had  Affurances  of  a 
Turn  from  fome  People  here,  which  encouraged  them  to 
that  S  ep  5  and  there  is  little  reafon  to  queftion  the  truth 
oi  it,  if  you  conffder,  i.  The  Encouragement  which  the 
Queen  and  Parliament  did  own  was  given  from  hence  to 
the  Pretender's  Invafion.  2.  The  open  Refort  and  Fami- 
liarity betwixt  Count  TalUrd  and  the  Tories,  while  he  was 
prifoner  at  Tfyttingham.  And,  3.  The  fecret  Conferences 
betwixr  him  and  fome  Ferfons,  that  have  fince  appeared 
for  th  f  Meafujes  without  a  Difguife. 

3.  As  it  was  not  fafe  for  the,  Leaders  of  the  Faction  to 
appear  then,  but  under  a  Mask :  You  may  remember,  that; 
they  covered  their  Dsfign  with  loud  and  repeated  Cla- 
mours, that  the  Church  of  England  and  the  Monarchy 
were  in  Danger  by  the  laft  Mintflry,  which  obliged  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  to  vigorous  Refolves  againft  the 
Slander,  and  her  Majefty  to  iffue  a  Proclamation  againft  the  ' 
Slanderers,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  dtie  Punifhmenr. 

4,  Notwithftanditig  this,  the  Faction  went  on,  and  by 
their  Libels*  Sermons,  &c.  poifoned  the  People  to  fnch  a 
degree,  that  they  raifed  a  Rebellion  againft  the  QUEEN 
and  Parliament,  upon  the  Occafion  of  Sacheyerell't  being 
brought  to  Trya!  for  blackening  the  fyyolution,  and  cafling 
odious  Colours  upon  the  Inftruments  and  Means  that  were 
made  ufe  of  to  bring  it  about, 

<$.  You  know  very  well^  that  the  Ferment  then  raifed 
in  the  Nation,  was  improved  to  the  turning  off  the  late 
Miniftry  and  Parliament,  contrary  to  folemn  Promt fes  both 
to  the  Confederates  abroad  and  Subjects  at  home,  who 
had  contributed  mofl  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  War,  which 
had  raifed  the  Glory  of  her  Majefty's  Arms  to  a  Heightli 
unknown  to  the  greateft  of  her  Anceftors. 

6.  The  Faction  having  carried  their  Point  againft  the 
late  Minifhy  and  Parliament,  you  know  how  they  libelled 
the  ^eydution  Tvintipies  in  their  Addrefles,  fet  up  the  He- 
reditary againft  the  Parliamentary  Right  of  the  Crown, 
charged  thofe  who  were  for  the  latter,  as  Men  of  Antimo- 
fiarchical  and  Republican  Principles,  and  advanced  the  old 
exploded  Notions  of  Paflive  Obedience  and  Non-Refiftance^ 
contrary  to  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  the  Ads  which 
feuk  the  Protdlant  Succeftion  5  particularly,  that  which 
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abfolves  us  from  cur  Allegiance  to  a  King  or  Queen  that  is 
a  Papift,  turns  Papift,  ot  marrys  a  Papift. 

7.  You  know  when  the  next  Elections  came  on,  what 
Mobs  and  other  violent  indirect  Methods  were  made  ufc 
of  to  get  Men  ot  Principles  oppofite  to  the  Involution, 
chofen  ;  and  how  many  fuch  were  brought  in  by  thcfe 
Practices,  in  manifeft  violation  cf  the  Fundamental  Laws 
which  fecure  the  Freedom  of  Elections.  I  am  fure  you 
can't  be  ignorant,  that  in  Scotland,  whatever  may  be  (aid 
of  England,  not  a  few  who  are  known  Jacobite*--,  were  pre- 
vailed upon,  in  order  to  ferve  a  Turn,  to  take  the  Oath  of 
^juration,  &c.  that  thqy  might  be  qualified  to  lit  ia  Par- 
ment. 

8.  The  Fa&ion  having  get  the  Houfes  thus  modelled, 
you  know  the  Ufe  they  made  of  it  was,  to  get  the  late 
Miniftry  sccufed  and  cenfured  for  having  mifmanaged  the 
War,  and  particularly  in  Spain  ;  without  regarding  any 
Defences  or  Petitions  that  were  offered  by  the  Earl  of 
Qalloway,  and  others  concerned,  but  relying  on  their  Majo- 
rity, carrying  every  thing  they  had  a  mind  to,  by  putting 
the  Queftion  y  and  yet  not  thinking  themfelves  feenre,  you 
know  that  by  creating  twejye  Peers  at  a  time,  contrary  to 
the  Fundamental  Confiiiution  of  Parliament,  befides  fingle 
ones  which  thty  made  before  and  after,  they  became  af- 
fured  of  a  Majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lord?,  And  you  may 
remember  very  well  that  upon  every  Vacancy  which  hap- 
by  the  Death  of  a  Scotch  Peer,  they  took  care  to  have  Jaca- 
hites  ot  others  that  were  their  Tools,  chofen,  or  rather  ap- 
jpointed,  by  the  Government  in  the  room  of  the  de- 
ceafed. 

So  much  as  to  what  preceded  the  Negociations  of  Peacf. 
But  I  mud  beg  your  Pardon  for  omitting  fome  things,  and 
anticipating  others  in  point  of  Time,  becaufe  they  fell  na- 
turally in  with  my  Suhjed. 

Then,  as  to  the  fecond  Clafs  of  what  accompanied  the 
Negotiations,  I  defire  you  to  obferve, 

1.  That  notwithftanding  the  pretended  Zeal  of  the  Pat- 
ty to  carry  on  the  War  in  Spain  with  more  Vigour  than 
formerly,  there  was  nothing  effe&uaily  done  for  that  end  ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  a  very  great  Mm  who  was  fent  thj- 
thcr  on  that  Pretence,  and  whofe. Courage  and  Condufl: 


too  Man  will  quel!  io»,  was  far  from  feeing  fupported  ai  he 
©asfghr  to  have  been*  You  know  al fo7  that  as  focn  as  King 
tiwUs  was  chofen  Empero?,  there  was  fuch  a  vifible  Turn 
ir>  the  Poblick  Meafwres  for  reftoring  the  Spaniflk  Monar- 
chy and  the  Weft  indies  to  the  Howe  of  Auflria^  that  we 
fpetdily  heard  of  private  Negotiations,  carried  or?  betwixt 
©or  Court  and  Trance,  without  the  Knowledge  or  Content 
of  the  other  Confederates*  contrary  to  the  very  Ivetter  of 
the  fecond  Grand  Alliance  and  Pbftertor  Treaties. 
.  ?*  Yon  can't  have  forgot,  that  when  the  Emperor's  able 
Siieifter,  the  Coont  de  Gallas>  had  difcovered  thofe  pri- 
vate Tranfa&iom,  he  was  publickly  difgraced  by  our  Court, 
stid  the  Preliminaries  agreed  on  betwixt  them  and  Trance^ 
weie  at  the  fame  time  publifhed,  to  the  no  fnaall  Amaze- 
ment of  the  Nation*  and  the  whole  Confederacy. 

3*  It  is  well  enough  known?  notwithftanding  thefe  ma- 
fflfifeft  Signs  of  an  extraordinary  Endearment  petwixt  our 
Miniflers  and  Frame,  they  did  not  think  fit,  as  yet,  pub- 
Jtckiy  to  own  the  Defign  of  abandoning  Spain  and  the  Wejt 
MUs  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  contrary  to  the  Pubhck 
Faith  of  Treaties  j  fo  that  her  M ajefty  was  pleafed  to  de- 
clare in  Parliament,  That  (be  wondered  how  any  body  could  fuf- 
ffefl)  that  (he  would  not  do  her  utmofl  t&  hare  Spain  and  tin  Weft 
tollies  reftored  to  the  Houfe  0/ Auftria. 

f.  When  the  Managers  found  things  grow  riper  for  their 
Forpofe,  then  they  preffed  for  a  Congrefs  with  the  Trench 
titVttecht,  which  very  much  difgufled  the  whole  Confede- 
racy, who  protefted  againft  ie. 

5.  You  may  remember,  the  Dutch,  m  particular,  being 
carwettly  preffed  to  it,  both  by  Threats  and  Prormfes.,  in  a 
$"ery  pathetick  manner  reprefent  the  danger  of  it  to  he?  Ma- 
yfly :  but  our  Managers  being  deaf  to  all  Reprefentations  of 
tiiar  nature,  it  had  no  Efifeft. 

60  The  next  Step  they  took,  was  by  invediive  and  i/i- 
grounded  Libels,  to  pc fiefs  the  Nation  and  Parliament  with 
sm  Opinion,  that  the  Power  of  the  Honfe  of  ^aftria^  if 
foffeffed  of  the  Empire  and  Spaniffy  Monarchy,  would 
become  mors  Exorbitant  and  Dangerous  than  that  of 
Mowrbon, 

7.  You  muf!  needs  alfo  remember,  that  when  the  Elec- 
tor of  Hano-vtr  did,  as  a  Prince  of  the  Empire,  and  as  a  Pre- 
emptive Heir  by  Parliamentary  Entail  to  the  Crown  of    , 
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Gnat  Brrum,  give  in  a  ftrong,  but  raodeft  Memorial,  *fc~ 
firing  that  the  Emperor  and  others  of  the  Confederatea 
might  be  heard  as  to  what  they  had  to  fay,  againft  the 
Treaty  propofed  -,  the  £aid  Memorial  was  not  onlydiire- 
$arded,  but  hist&imfler  affronted,  and  his  Sueceffion  opetv- 
ly  wrictea  againft,  by  the  Author  of  The  cWafi  <f£hgj&- 
Mts,  Sec. 

o  3*  The  Q*o6  continuing  .firm  to  tlie  othet  Confederate 
m  the  mam,  tho  they  had  agreed  to  a  Congrefs,  coatraiy 
to  the  Mind  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  you  know  what 
a  Clamour  was  raifed  agaitift  them,  as  having  been  defee* 
%tm  w  their  Quotas,  for  Men,  Money,  and  Ships  |  an& 
«nUtgirig  their  Conqaefls  at  cur  Expence,  to  the  jmanifei 
Danger  of  our  Safety  and  Trade*  in  both  which  refpe&* 
they  were  given  out  to  be  more  formidable  Enemies  than 
the  Punch-;  and  you  teow  well  enough  what  ftefle$ioBs 
were  call  upon  them  in  point  of  Religion  and  Politicks,  .as 
being  irteconcikable  Enemies  to  the  Church  of  £»glmi- 
and  Monarchy* 

9.  What  Influence  thefe  Calumnies  had  m  the  Houfe  of 
Coaiaioisi,  where  the  DutA  were  found  guilty  of  the  Ebe- 
iicaencses,  #v0  charged  cipom  ttem,  without  a  Hearing  5 
and  -that  when  they  gave  in  a  Memorial  in  their  mm 
Vindication,  it  was  not  only  difregarded  by  the  Maoageis, 
W  centred  by  the  CosMno&s,  and  the  feintcr  of  it  imnr> 
Amza  by  their  <Order. 

5©.  The  other  Allies  fall  tinder  the  lite  Charge  of  ©e- 
£ciencv,  *«.  and  were  as  viruicntly  perfected  by  Libels, 
as  if  the  #w*  Court  had  beea  abfobte  Mates  of  this 
BngHp  Prefs. 

1 2 .  You  may  lifcewrfe  aeincitiher,  that  theTreaty  of  Atm> 
and  Sw^op  concluded  by  her  Majeflfs  Command, -be- 
|W2^CJs  a^d  the^,  was  arraigned,  together  with  the 
Mioifien  who  tranfadted  it,  acid  highly  ceofutcd,  as''ini». 
ariaa  to  the  eonoor,  Safety,  and  Trade  of  WW.  Ycwi 
^now  'Iiaewife  how  the  Duuk  m€i€  managed  by  Threats 
md  ftomsfiK  co  come  to  anew  Treaty  ch  thofe  Heads* 
tat  whettier  the  latter  be  better  thaa  the  former  wkh'teJ 
Apsa  &o  the  .SuccdBoa,  you  may  Judge  for  your  fdf  4>v 
fffWg  them  togeth^  And  I  dc^bt  not  hat  yoi  t«£ 
Mhec  iecf  well  £km  the  pabJjdc  Accords  of  «h* 
fiwtte,  wJa  D&a^ik*£^mt  with,  m  gsm^ 

to©* 


feme  Ambiguities  removed,  which  feemed  to  bear  hard  up- 
on the  Stxccfffion. 

X2.  I:  is  but  roo  well  known,  that  thebuke  of  Marlbo- 
rough's  wonderful  Succefs  againft  France,  made  him  the  great 
Eye-fete  of  the  French  Court,  and  of  our  Britlfb  Tories  and 
Jacobites,  and  that  the  Succefs  of  his  laft  GLrious  Citn- 
paign,  tho'  he  was  encompafled  with  Difficulties,  that 
i'eem'd  to  be  infuperable,  did  Co  ftun  the  French  and  their 
Friends,  that  his  Difgrace  and  Ruin  waslaboui'd  with  the 
iicmoft  Induftry. 

13.  You  may  remember,  that  in  order  to  effect  it,  he 
Was  publtekly  libelled,  as  having  continued  the  War  with 
•no  other  View,  but  to  aggrandize  himfelf  and  his  Friends, 
with  a  Defign  to  ufurp  the  Throne,  or  to  make  himfelf  the 
Head  of  a  Kepublick,  as  Ollrer  had  formerly  done.  But 
thefe  Accufations  againft  him,  were  fo  incoherent  and  con- 
tradictory, arid  his  Grace's  Conducl  had  been  fo  frequently 
approved  by  Her  Majefty,  Her  Parliaments,  and  Her  Con- 
federates, that  the  Charge  would  not  take. 

14.  This  obliged  the  Fa&ion  to  have  Recourfe  to  another 
Engine  -}  which  was  to  charge  the  Duke,  and  his  Friends  of 
the  late  Miniilry,  with  having  plunder'd  the  Nation  of  3? 
Millions  j  and  chat  his  Grace  in  particular,  had  applied  a 
vaft  5am  of  the  Publick"  Money  10  his  own  private  ufe, 
and  robb'd  the  Army  of  their  Bread  a/idPay,  &c  But  you 
know,  there  was  no  real  Ground  for  all  this  Noife  and  Cla- 
mour againft  his  Grace,  and  the  reft  of  the  late  Miniftry0 
And  therefore  you  are  not  to  wonder,  that  no  Anfwer  has 
been  reuirn'd  to  the  reipective  Vindications  on  that  Head  5 
and  that  as  no  Profecunon  was  ever  begun  againft  the  reft 
of  me  iate  Miniftry,  for  thefe  pretended  Embezzlements, 
that  againft  the  Duke,  whofe  chief  Crime  was,  that  he  cm- 
ploy 'd  the  fecret  Service-Money,  as  well  as  the  Army,  he 
commanded,  too  effectually  againft  France,  is  now  dropp'd. 

i*.  The  Faction  however  gainM  thus  much  by  it,  that 
the  Duke  was  difgraced,  and  turned  out  of  his  Command, 
wherein  he  was  fucceeded  by  another,  from  whom  wc 
werepromifed  wonderful  Achievements  5  but  that  no  fuch 
thing  was  ever  defign'd,  the  Event  it  felf  does  more  than 
Efficiently  declare. 

16.  It  is  too  recent  to  be  forgot,  That  the  Dutch,  and 
oar  other  Confederates,  had  repeated  Affurances  from  the 
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Court,  and  from  the  new  General,  that  the  War  fhould  he 
carried  on  with  Vigour  againft  France,  if  Lewis  XIV,  did 
not  fubmic  to  fuch  a  Feace,  as  might  fatisfy  them  according 
to  their  juft  Pretenfions  and  Treaties;  but  how  wdl  thac 
was  performed,  lee  the  fubfequent  Declarations  of  our  Mi- 
nifters at  the  Treaty,  and  'the  Conduct  of  our  General, 
when  he  abandoned  the  Allies  in  the  midft  of  the  Enemy'* 
Garrifons,  by  which  they  were  expos'd-to  the  fatal  Misfoi* 
tune  at  Denain,  tcflify. 

17.  I  fuppofe  you  can't  have  forgot  the  two  Proteftations 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  upon  the  above-mention'd  Conduct 
of  our  Plenipotentiaries  and  General,  and  in  what  lively  Ex- 
preflions  the  protefting  Lords  fee  forth  the  mifchievous 
Confequences  of  a  feparate  Peace,  and  of  the  other  Mea- 
sures that  have  fince  happened. 

18.  I  am  fure  you  cannot  have  forgot,  with  what  ftrong 
AiTeve  rations  a  feparate  Negociarion  was  then  denied,  and 
by  what  hard  Names,  fuch  as  Villainous,  Knavifh,  &c  a 
feparate  Peace  was  then  called  by  a  very  great  Man,  who 
neverthelefs  has  not  been  able  to  bring  about  any  other. 

19.  I  need  not  recount  to  you  the  Particulars  of  the  Con- 
duit of  our  Minifters  at  the  Treaty,  fince  the  fatal  Action 
at  Denain ->  how  all  our  Confederates  have  been  Bullied,  and 
their  Auxiliary  Troops  treated  as  Mutineers,  becaufe  they 
would  not  follow  the  Orders  of  our  General,  contrary  to 
the  Commands  of  their  own  refpe&ive  Princes,  and  the 
Letter  of  Treaty.    • 

20.  You  muft  needs  remember,  That  our  Allies  in  gene- 
ral complain'd  of  the  Conduft  of  our  Plenipotentiaries,  as 
being  more  like  Minifters  of  France,  than  thofe  of  Great- 
Britain. 

21.  Nor  is  it  requifiteto  put  you  in  mind,  how  thelnfo- 
lence  of  the  French  came  to  fuch  a  Height  by  the  Concur- 
rence of  our  Managers,  that  they  infulted  the  Dutch  m  their 
own  Country,  and  made  them  Difgvace  the  brave  Count 
deT{ecJjtereny  one  of  their  chief  Plenipotentiaries,  by  way  of 
amende  Honourable,  to  faucy  French  Lacquies  who  were  cha- 
flifed  by  his  Footmen,  becaufe  they  infulted  him,  and  ano- 
ther of  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries,  upon  the  Defeat  at 
Denain, 

22.  In  fliort,  That  by  Bribes  and  Threats  the  Dutch*  have 
been  forced  to  joyn  againft  their  Intereft  and  tadinaubri,  if 
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weniay  believe  the  laft  Petition  of  their  Council  of  State, 
&c  in  a  feparate  Peace  with  France,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
to  call  that  a  feparate  Peace,  which  is  exclufive  of  fo 
Great  and  fo  Honourable  a  Part  of  our  Allies,  as  the  Em- 
pSrot  and  the  Empire.  You  know  very  well  that  France, 
inflead  of  thereafonable  Demands  to  which  they  were  juft- 
ly  entituled  bv  Treaties,  grew  more  upon  them  every  Day, 
which  has  reduced  them  to  the  melancholy  Necefllty  of 
maintaining  a  W^r  alone  agawft  the  united  Power  of 
france  and  Spain)  fuppoited  by  the  Treafmes  of  the  Weft  In- 
dies:'•  and  by  the  Favour  of  our  Managers,  who  inflead  of 
giving  th  m  that  Affifbnce,  which  was  due  to  them  by 
Ttea  y,  feized  and  garrifoned  the  Emperor's  Towns  of 
Ghent  and  Bruges  in  th?  Netherlands .  which  was  an  effe&ual 
Curb  in  the  Jaws  of  the  Dutch,  and  with  the  other  Steps  of 
our  Conduit  above-men'  ion'd,  brought  them  under  a  Ne- 
ceflity of  complying  with  our  Demands,  or  of  being  in  all 
human  Appearance,  unavoidably  ruined. 

23.  I  know  you  are  too  much  concerned  about  the  Pro- 
teftant Religion,  to  forget  how  the  Intereft  of  the  once 
Famous  Proteftant  Church  of  France  has  been  fcandaJoufly 
neglected,  and  the  Right  of  the  Britlfb  Crown  to  be  Gua- 
lantee  of  the  EdicT:  of  Nantes,  has  been  difhoncurably  gi- 
ven up  in  the  prefent  Treaty:  Jnftead  of  which,  thofe 
felorious  Conf  if  n  are  put  oft  with  a  faint  Requeft  bv  us, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Proteftant  Princes  and  States,-  That  fuch 
of  them  as  are  confined  to  Galiies,  and  other  Prifons,  may 
be  fet  at  Liberty  :  Whereas  GOD  had  put  it  in  the  Power 
of  Her  Majcfty,  and  the  reft  of  the  Proteftant  Confederates, 
to  have  commanded  the  Re-eftab!ifhment  of  the  Edict  of 
N<Mtes>  by  which  the  French  Proteftants  would  have  been  fet 
upon  an  equal  foot  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty  with  the 
Trench  Papifts,  had  they  not  been  inglorioufly  deferted. 

24.  This  Negkct  is  fo  much  the  more  heinous,  1.  Be- 
cause the  Guarantee  of  that  Edict  was  exprcfly  ftipulated 
betwixt  the  Crown  of  France,  and  King  Charles  I.  to  whofe 
Memory,  as  a  Mnrtyr  for  the  Church  of  England,  cur  pre- 
fent Miniflry  pretend  to 'pay  fo  much  Refptu.  2.  Becaufe 
King  William,  of  Glorious  Memory,  did  pofitively  affert  his 
Right  to  be  Guarantee  of  that  Edift  at  the  Treaty  oi  fy/- 
wick,  though  his  Cir  cum  (lances,  and  particularly  the  Scub- 
.   bornnefs  of  the  prefent  Qovcroing  Fa&ion,  render d  hm\ 
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unable  to  carry  on  the  War,  and,  by  Confequence,  to  make 
good  his  Claim. 

1U  But  we  are  not  to  wonder  at  the  Conduct  of  the 
Faction  towards  Protectants  Abroad,  ilnce  they  make  it 
their  Bufinefs  to  bear  down  the  erea&8  and  the  fmcereft 
Part  of  the  Proteftants  at  Home*  This  cannot  be  doubted, 
if  we  confider,  i  How  they  rail  upon,  and  vilify  even 
fuch  of  the  High- Church  of  England  Party,  whoare  known 
to  be  againft  tto-ltatmferj  andoppofe  their  prefent  Mea- 
fnres  for  Aggrandising  France,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Liber- 
ties of  Europe,  and  of  the  Proteftmt  Religion,  &;  If  we 
confider  how  they  run  down,  and  opprefs,  and  rurn  out  of 
a(l  Civil  and  Military  Pofts,  thofeof  the  Church  of  England, 
who,  are  called  how-Church- Mm,  becaufe  they  are  againft 
Tyranny  in  the  S'ate,  againft  Perfecution  in  Church,  and 
for  Toleration  to  Dijfenters.  5.  If  we  conlider  the  Conduit 
of  the  Faction,  with  refpecl  to  the  Dijfenters  in  England  and 
Inland,  whom  by  their  Sacramental  Tdl,  &c0  they  have 
deprived  of  their  Birth  Right,  «as  Native  Subjects,  and  made 
them  uncapabie  of  Civil  or  Military  Polls,  cpattaty  not  on- 
ly to  the  Rules  of  Chriflianity,  but  to  the  Fundamental 
Laws  of  England,  where  nothing  can  deprive  a  Man  of  his 
Birth-Right,  or  make  him  uncapabletoferve  his  Country  in 
a  publick  Poft,  but  what  attarintl  his  Blood,  ct  poifons 
him  with  the  Principles  of  Vobtry,  which  are  unfafe  for  a 
Prorefcant  Government,  and  indeed  for  all  Human  Society. 
4.  If  we  coutider  the  Conduit  of  the  Faction,  with  tefpedt 
to  the  Church  of  Scotland,  which,  th:i] /.h  fecured  by  the 
particular  Laws  of  this  Nation,  bonltrmed  in  the  Treaty  of 
Union,  they  have,  contrary  ro  that  Treaty,  and  repeated 
Fromifesof  their  chief  Leader,  attacked,  by  the  Toleration 
and  Patronage  Acts,  and  forced  the  Sms  Troops  in  England 
and  Ireland  to  conform  to  the  Church  of  England,  or  other- 
wife  turned  out,  and  opprefied  them,  of  which  the  late  ca- 
shiering of  our  beft  Regiments,  under  Whig  Commanders, 
is  afpeaking  Inftance,  not  to  be  contradicted. 

This  is  more  than  enough  for  the  things  that  accompanied 
the  Nfcgcciations  of  Peace  :  But  there  are  one  or  two  things 
more,  which  I  cannot  omit.  The  firft  is,  what  relates  ro 
the  Succeffion,  as  eftablifli'd  by  the  Laws  of  Great  Britain, 
in  the  Proreftant  Line  of  Hanoyer.  I  have  already  taken 
noti.ee,  how  the  treaty  betwixt  us  an4  the  Dutch,  lot  the 
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Guarantee  of  that  Succefiion  was  arraign'd  by  the  Authoi 
of  TbeCondutt  of  the  lilies,  the  Oracle  of  the  prefentMana- 

{{trs,  who  exprefly  aff-rted  again  and  again,  that  it  might 
)eneceffary  to  fet  afide  that  Succefiion,  and  therefore  he 
objeftcd  againft  the  Treaty,  as  putting  it  out  of  our  Power, 
without  confent  of  the  Dutch  \  'Tis  further  to  be  obferv'd, 
that  by  the  new  Treaty,  the  Dutch  are  not  to  fend  their 
Ships  and  Troops  to  maintain  the  faid  Sqcceflion,  except 
they  be  called  for  by  England,  which  leaves  a  dangerous 
Gap  that  was  not  in  the  firil  Treaty,  fince  it  is  not  impof- 
fible  that  the  Vretender  may  ^et  Poffcffion  by  Force,  or  by 
Fraud,  and  in  that  cafe,  the  Dutch  Quota's  cannot  be  de- 
manded by  Authority  from  England.  This  leads  me  natu- 
rally to  obfarve  thefe  Words  in  the  4th  Article  of  the  pre- 
fent  Treaty  of  Peace,  as  we  have  them  in  the  Abftradt  of 
the  faid  Treaty,  Printed  by  Midwinter,  viz.  That  for  cutting 
off  all  Occafions  of  Diftruft,  which  might  at  any  time  arifefrom  the 
eftabiified  Rivht  and  Order  of  the  Hereditary  Succcfjion  to  the 
Crown  of  Great-Britain,  &c.  * 

It  is  certain.  That  the  Words  Hereditary  Succefiion  are  not 
5n  the  Laws  which  fettle  the  Entail  of  the  Crown  of 
Great-Britain,  fince  the  Revolution  ;  therefore,  confidering 
the  common  Senfe  in  which  thofe  Words  are  underftood  by 
cur  Tories  and  Jacobites,  in  their  late  Addrefles,  that  were 
pointed  exprefly  againft  the  Revolution  Settlement,  which 
preferred  King  William  to  Her  prefent  Majefty,  notwith- 
fianding  Her  being  neater  in  Blcod  :  The  very  ufing  of 
<hefe  Words  >  I  fay,  looks  as  if  there  were  room  left  for 
fuch  another  Chicane  and  Knavifh  Diftin&ion  betwixt  the 
letter  and  the  Spirit  cf  that  Treaty,  as  the  fiW^made  ufe 
of;  to  elude  the  Treaty  of  Partition.  J:  fignifies  little  to 
cbjeci,  that  the  Limitation  of  our  Crown  by  the  Laws  of 
Great-Britain  to  the  Protefhnt  Line  of  Hanover,  is  owned  in 
the  fame  Article ;  and  the  French  King  there  obliges  himfelf, 
hrs  Heirs  and  Succefihrs,  never  to  own  any  other  to  be  King 
or  Queen  of  Great-Britain,  but  according  to  the  faid  Limi- 
tation 5  for  we  know  very  well,  that  our  Jacobites,  who  axe 
the  French  King's  beft  Friends,  deny  any  thing  to  He  Laws 
of  Great -Britain  that  has  been  enacted  fince  the  Revolution 
I"  had  Therefore  been  an  Argument  of  greater  Sincerity  both 
in  thefe  French  King,  and  in  our  Managers,  had  he  in  exprefs 
Teximldifowncd  any  Title,  Right,  ok  Claim  in  the   Pre- 
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tf  ndei  to  the  Crowns  oi  Great-Britain  and  Inland.  This-  he 
was  the  more  obliged  to  do,  becaufe  he  noc  only  gave  him 
thefe  Titlei  himfelf,  but  induced  hit  Grandfon  the  King  of 
Spain  to  do  the  like,  which  is  afligned  as  one  of  the  princi- 
pal Caufes  of  Her  Majtfty's  making  War  upon  France  mi 
Spain,  as  appeacs  by  Her  Declaration. 

Befides,  it's  very  well  known,  That  the  French  King  Co* 
lemnly  promifed  to  the  late  King  James,  on  his  Death-Bed, 
that  he  would  maintain  his  Son's  Title,  and  the  whole 
Royal  Family  of  France  declared  the  like  in  Council,  which 
as  we  §nd  by  the  Memoirs  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George^ 
has  been  fince  ratified  by  the  Pope.  Therefore,  it  had  been 
but  juft,  that  the  French  King,  the  King  of  Spain,  and  z\\ 
the  Family  of  Bourbon,  fhouid  have  exprefly  renounced  the 
Pretender's  Claim,  and  all  the  open  or  fecret  Promifes  they 
have  made  to  abare  it,  for  there  may  be  a  fecret  and  reveal- 
ed Will  in  France,  aselfewhcre  ,  againft  which  we  ought  to 
be  fecured,  as  well  as  againft  all  mental  Refervations  and  Pa- 
pal Difpenfations,  which  allow  Papifts  to  break  Faith  with 
thefe  they  call  Hereticks,  according  to  the  Determination 
of  the  Council  of  Confiancei  in  the  Cafe  of  John  Has  and 
Jerome  of  Trague. 

But  we  are  not  to  wonder  at  the  Negleft  of  our  Managers 
?n  this  Matter,  fince  by  their  Influence,  a  Negative  pafftd  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  upon  a  Propofai  made  by  Mr, 
Hambien,  that  all  the  Confederates  fhouid  be  invited  to  be 
Guarantees  cf  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover  -,  which  Negative  was  fo  much  the  more  remarka- 
ble, becaufe  HerMajefty  had  promifed  in  Her  Speech,  that 
all  the  Confederates  fhouid  be  invited  to  be  Guarantees  of 
the  prefent  Treaty. 

It  is  alfo  obferv  ible,  That  in  the  fifth  Article  of  the  pre- 
frnt  Peace,  the  Words  are,  That  the  moft  Cbrijfian  King,  and 
his  Heirs,  &c.  will  never  difturb  the  Queen  of  G> eat  Britain, 
Her  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  defcended  from  the  for ef aid  Trot eft ant 
Liney  whopojfefs  the  Crown  of  Gieat  Britain.  This  is  fo  lyablc 
to  a  Chicam,  fince  none  of  thofe  Heirs  and  Succeflors  do 
now  poffefs  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  that  one  would 
Wonder  how  our  Managers  could  paf*  it*  without  feme 
fuch  Amendment  as  this,  Who  /hall,  or  ought  to  poffefs  the 
Crown  of  Great- Britain,  and  Dominions  thereunto  belonging,  ac- 
cording to  the  faveral  Atts  of  "Parliament  made  in  the  fyign  of 

his 


C  «4  ] 

his  late  Maiefty  King  William,  and  ofherprefent  Majefty  Queen 
Anne,  for  fettling  the  Suecejfion  to  the  Crown    in  the  Vrottftant 

Line  of  theHwfe  0/ Hanover.  The  latter  part  of  the  Taid  filth 
Article  is  yet  more  defe&ive,  for  it  is  there  faid,  t%etther 
will  the  forefaid  moft  Chriftian  King  aid  by  Land  or  Sea,  other 
TerfonS)  who  (bottld  hereafter  endeavour  to  oppofe  the  faid  Succef- 
fton^  either  by  of  en  War^  or  by  fomenting  Seditions,  and  forming 
Conspiracies  againft  fuch  Trin$e  or  Trinces  who  are  in  Tojfe/Jtou  ef 
the  Throne  of  Great  Britain.  Here  there  is  no  Obligation, 
that  the  trench  King's  Heirs  and  SucceiTors  (hall  not  give 
Aid  by  Sea  or  Land,  to  fuch  as  endeavour  to  oppofe  the 
faid  Succcflion  ;  which  muft  be  owned  to  be  anOmiffion  of 
very  dangerous  Confequence. 

Befides,  we  don't  hear  of  any  Articles  with  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria,  to  prevent  his  aflirttng  the  Pretender,  which 
he  may  eafiiy  do,  if  he  continue  Matter  of  that  part  of  the 
Hetherlands  which  is  affiled  him  by  the  Treaty,  till  the 
Emperor  give  him  the  Satisfaction  which  Trance  demands ; 
jfor,  as  the  Emperor  is  not  like  to  grant  it,  unlefs  he  be 
forced  by  extreme  Necefllty,  there  is  no  Provifion  made,  by 
any  thing  that  appears  in  the  AbfhacT:  of  the  Articles,  That 
the  Trench  King  lh  W  not  affift  the  Elector  with  Troops,  or 
that  the  FJeftor  fhall  not  make  ufe  of  thofe  Troops  to  affift 
the  Pretender  by  way  of  Repnfal  upon  the  Elector  of  Han* 
over,  who  by  the  C  nflitution  of  the  Empire,  ss  well  as  by 
his  ow.a  Intereft,  is  obliged  to  join  in  the  War  againfl  Trance  t 
and  the  Elector  of  Bavaria. 

But  allowing  the  fourth  and  fifth  Articles  of  the  fa-id 
Treaty  betwixt  us  and  France ,  relating  to  the  Succeilion, 
to  be  good  in  Form  j  we  have  no  other  Security  for  their 
performance,  than  the  Trench  King's  Word  \  and  how  little 
that  is  to  be  rely'd  on,is  but  too  evident  from  his  Breach  of 
all  the  Treaties  that  ever  he  made.  To  inflance  but  in  one, 
fee  gave  a  much  ftronger  and  more  fjlemn  AfTurance,  by 
the  Treaty  of  the  "Pyrenees ,  That  he  would  neither  directly  nor 
indirettly  give  the    leafl  Jifftft  ance   to  the  PortUgaefe,    in  their 

War  againft  Spain;  Yet  at  the  very  fame  time  he  f»vore  to  that 
Treaty  on  the  Altar,  he  defigned  to  break  it  5  and  not  only 
aflifted  the  VortHgttefe  under-hand,  but  entered  into  a  private 
Treaty  wi?h  thtm  againft  Spain,  which  was  afterwards 
made  publick  to  the  World.  Befides,  we  hear  of  no  man- 
h&tm  Security,  that  King  Vhilip  of  Spain,  and  his  Heirs  or 
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Succeffors.  fhall  not  aflift  ihe  Pretender  ;  nor  yet  of  anj 
from  the  Duke  of  Saroy,  and  his  Heirs  and  Succeffors^ 
which  one  would  wonder  fliould  not  have  been  demanded, 
fince  every  one  knows,  that  a  Proteft  was  offered  hi  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  in  Name  of  the  faid  Duke,  againft  the 
Settlement  of  the  Hanover  Succeflion,  and  the  palling  by  of 
his  Familv. 

All  thefe  Princes  are  fo  much  obliged  to  our  Court,  foe 
taking  care  of  their  Inter efls  in  the  prefent  Treaty,  that 
certainly  they  could  never  with  any  tolerable  Grace  have 
refufed  what  Security  we  fhould  have  demanded  of  them 
in  that  rtfpefl:  $  which  very  much  aggravates  the  neglect 
of  doing  it ;  and  fo  much  the  more,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Savoy  is  next  in  Blood,  as  they  believe,  to  the  Pretender  j 
and  therefore  are  very  likely  to  afflft  him  in  his  Claim,  be- 
caufe  it  paves  the  Way  for  their  own  }  and  herein  we  are  not 
to  doubt,  that  both  the  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bmrltm 
will  fend  the  Savoyard  their  Afiiftance,  for  the  fake  of  their 
own  Pofterity,  by  the  Duke's  two  Daughteas,  who  are  next 
in  Claim  after  their  Brother  the  Prince  oi  TUdmnt,  and  his 
Heirs. 

From  all  this,  I  think  there  is  reafon  to  conclude,  that 
our  Proteftant  Succeflion  is  far  from  being  fecured  by  this 
Treaty  $  and  that  fince  the  Propofal,  that  all  the  Confede- 
rates fhould  be  Guarantees  for  it,  was  rejected  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  it  is  too  flrong  a  Prefumprion,  that  thofe  by 
whofe  Influence  that  Negative  was  carried,  never  defin- 
ed that  the  Hanover  Succeflion  fhould  be  effe&ually  fe- 
cured. 

The  Security  given  by  the  fourth  Article,  that  the  moff 
Chriftian  King,  and  his  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  will  take  care 
that  the  Prettnder  fhall  never  return  into  the  Kingdom  of 
France,  or  the  Dominions  theieof,  is  much  roofhort  of  what 
the  Importance  of  the  matter  requires,  and  can  fcarce  be 
faid  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  Pretender's  retiring  to  Bar-le  Duc± 
fince  every  on  knows  that  the  French  King  looks  upon  the 
Duke  of  Lorram?  in  whofe  Country  that  is,  to  be  his  Vaf- 
faJ,  and  made  him  do  Homage  accordingly.  It  is  alfo  but 
too  well  known,  that  the  PafLge  which  the  Vnnd>  King 
has  referved  to  himfelf,  for  his  Armies  to  march  through 
Lorrain^  gives  him  an  Opportunity  to  make  himfelf  Mafler 
ot  that  whole  Country  when  he  plerfes,  as  he  has  formerly 
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done;  fo  that  all  this  being  considered,  and  that  Bar  h- 
t>*b  is  fo  near  the  Frontiers  of  Vtance%  the  Pretender  is  as 
really  under  his  Protection,  as  when  at  St.  Germains ;  and 
by  the  Care  the  Vrmch  King  has  taken  to  obtain  a  fafe  Con* 
du&  for  him  from  the  Emperor,  it  is  but  too  plain,  that 
he  defigns  to  referve  him  for  fome  important  Occafion.  The 
foftnefs  of  the  Expreflions  made  ufe  of  in  relation  to  the 
Pretender,  in  the  faid  Article,   is  alfo  remarkable  $   and 

particularly,  that  he  U  faid  to  be  lately  gone  of  his  own  accord 
out  of  the  Kingdom  of  France,  to  refide  in  fome  other  Tlace. 
Why  all  this  Tendernefs  to  one  who  ftand*  attainted  as  an 
Impoflor  and  Ufurper  by  the  Laws  cf  Great  Britain  ? 
There  are  thofe  who  remember  the  Time  when  his  pre- 
tended Cncle  and  Father  were  commanded  to  depart  the 
Dominions  of  Prance  by  lewis  XIV.  at  the  Inflance  of  the 
Ufurper  Other  -?  whereas  this  Foundling  mutt  have  the 
Compliment  paid  him,  That  he  retired  of  his  own  accord 
to  fome  other  Plac- ;  as  if  the  French  King  was  loath  to 
cfifcharge  him  his  Dominions,  or  knew  not  whether  he  is 
gone  <y  tho  every  one  knows,  that  he  both  appointed  his 
Place  of  Refidence,  and  allows  him  a  Maintenance  more  fit 
for  a  Prince,  than  an  Impoftor  ;  but  whether  it  be  of  his 
own  Money,or  of  curs,  may  come  to  appear  hereafter,when 
the  Real  Plunderers  of  the  Nation  (hall  be  called  to  an  Ac- 
count. In  the  mean  time,  if  we  confider  the  Pretender's 
late  Lettesr  to  the  French  King,  and  his  Protefl  againft  the 
Treaty  before  he  left  France ,  ic  may  be  faid,  without  firaif- 
ing  the  Point,  that  he  was  treated  much  too  foftly  ;  and 
that  thofe  who  drew  up,  or  confented  to  the  faid  Articles, 
Iiave  not  exceeded  in  their  Care  for  her  Majefiy**  Ho- 
nour and  Safety,  or  for  the  Security  of  the  Proteflant  Suc- 
ceffion. 

The  fecond  thing  to  be  taken  Notice  of,  and  then  I  fhall 
quit  this  Head,  is  the  6th  Article  of  the  Treaty  $  which 
owns,  That  the  Security  and  Liberties  of  Europe  could  by  no 
means  bear  the  Vnion  of  the  Kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain  under 
one  and  the  fame  King, 

To  me  it  appears,  that  this  Concefllon  implys  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  Framers  of  the  Treaty  would  have  it 
be  thought  to  do.  We  remember  very  well,  when  our 
Courti  as  well  as  the  reO  of  the  Confederates,  did  exprefly 
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declare  it  to  be  their  Sentiments,  That  the  Duke  of  jinjorf* 
pofleffion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  was  the  fame  thing  as  if 
it  were  poffeffed  by  Lewis  XIV.  &c.  We  don't  yet  fee  any 
Reafon  why  they  ftiould  have  changed  their  Opinion  j  fot 
it  is  evident,  even  from  the  Treaty  it  felf,  and  the  whole 
man?gement  of  it,  that  Lewis  XIV.  does  as  really  govern 
Spain]  as  he  governs  France.  There  is  nothing  to  be  objec- 
ted againft  the  like  Dependency  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  on 
that  of  France  for  the  time  to  come,  but  the  Renunciaciom  ; 
To  which  we  may  eafily  reply,  That  the  World  is  fuffi- 
ciently  apprifed  of  the  little  Strefs  there  is  to  be  laid  on 
French  Renunciations.  Lewis  XiV.  himfelf,  in  his  large 
ManifeOo,  when  he  firfl  invaded  the  Hethetlands,  condem- 
ned his  own  and  his  Queers  Renunciations  of  Spain  and  its 
Dominions,  to  be  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  GOD,  Nature 
and  Nations ;  and  particularly  to  thofe  of  France,  which  he 
alledged,  made  thofe  Renunciations  void  in  themfelves.  It 
was  upon  this  Principle  that  he  then  invaded  the  Nether- 
lands, as  he  has  fince  done  the  whole  Spanifb  Monarchy. 
Then  let  his  Advocates  give  us  a  Reafon3  if  they  can,why  the 
preient  Renunciations  fhould  be  more  valid  or  better  kept  than 
the  former.The  C.  de  S*.L»c£,the  French  King's  Ambaffador  to 
the  Swifs  Cantons,  told  them  in  his  Speech  abcut  2  Years  ago. 
That  Trinces  are  no  longer  obliged  by  their  Treaty  s,  than  they  fini 
Qtheir  Conyeniency  in  them.  This  is  the  Spirit  which  has  al- 
ways made  War  upon  the  Letter  of  the  French  Treaties  ; 
and  why  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ftiould  not  be  Semper  Ladem%  as 

well  as  any  other,  in  Breach  of  Treaties,  let  them  who  are 
able,  give  us  a  Reafon. 

But  allowing  for  Argument's  fake,  that  thefe  laft  Renun- 
ciations (hall  be  inviolably  kept,  and  that  neither  of  the 
Branches  of  the  Houfc  of  Baurlon  (hall  lay  claim  to  the 
Throne  of  the  other,  but  fhall  aft,  contrary  to  their  Prin- 
ciple and  Intereft,  by  a  religious  Obfervance  of  the  Letter 
of  the  Treary  5  it  is  evident  notwithftanding,  that  the  Spa- 
nifb  Branch  muft  conftanrly  depend  on  that  of  France,  fot 
Protection  againft  the  Claimants  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^ 
which  will  always  give  the  King  of  France  fuch  an  afcen- 
dant  over  the  King  of  Spain,  as  a  Sovereign  has  over  his 
VaiTal  j  and  the  Branch  of  France  will  be  lure  to  keep  fuch 
Fledges  in  their  own  Hand,  as  may  fecure  the  Dependency 
of  the  Spani/h  Branch  upon  them,  till  France  bs  xeimburfed 
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her  Gharg*s  for  fetting  that  Branch  on  the  Throne  of  Spain, 
whxh  is  not  like  to  be  done  in. this,  or  the  next  Cen  yry. 
So  that  all  thefe  things  being  confideied,  I  think  it  very 
demonilrable,  that  the  Kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain  arc  not 
lb  much  difunited  by  this  Treaty,  as  to  provide  for  the  Se- 
curity and  Liberties  of  Europe ;  But  that  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  fuch  an  U.tion  eflabiiihed  betwixt  them,  as  the  faid 
Security  and  Liberties  can  by  no  means  bear. 

I  come-  now  to  the  third  Clafs  of  Reafons,  which  arife 
from  what  has  happened  fince  the  Treaty  was  concluded  j 
wherein  I  muit  beg  leave  to  make  fome  Observations  from 
things  that  preceded  it. 

i.  It's  undeniable,  that  the  Emperor  and  Empire  have 
refufed  to  come  into  the  Treaty  >  becaufe  of  the  Hardships 
put  upon  them  by  the  French. 

2., Ic  is  as  evident, that  the  Emperor  and  the  Empire  com- 
plain of  their  being  deferred  by  their  Allies,  contrary  to 
the  exprefs  Articles  ot  the  iecend  Grand  Alliance,  and  of 
the  Treaties  fince  concluded  with  Sayoy  and  Vortugal  $  by 
which  we  in  particular  were  obliged  to  continue  the 
War  till  Spain  and  the  Weft  Indies  iliould  be  reflored  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  according  to  the  Articles  of  the  faid 
Treaties. 

|.  It  is  evident,  that  the  Houfe  of  U»ftrU  can  prove 
this  from  the  Treaties  themfelves,  which  were  entred  into^ 
and  approved  by  confent  of  feveral  Parliaments,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  faid  Treaties,  and  the  repeated  Addreffes  of 
b6th  Houfes.  To  which  they  add,  that  thefe  Treaties 
Here  confirmed  again  and  again,  by  her  Majeffy's  repeated 
Prormfes  from  the  Throne,  as  well  as  by  Word  of  Mouth, 
Letters,and  other  Affurances  to  the  Emperor,  and  hi*  Miniflers. 

4.  They  urge,  that  our  Government,  and  the  other  Con- 
fed,  rares,  were  not  tinder  the  leaft  NeceiTrv  of  going  back 
from  thofe  Treaties  and  Promifes,  fince  GOD  had  fo  blef- 
Ce4  their  Arms,  that  they  had  all  humane  Reafon  to  expert, 
rhat  France  mull  have  comply'd  with  the  Terms  which  the 
had  ilipulated  to  obuin  tor  the  Houfe  or  Attftria^  and 
thi  grripjirp. 

%    It  can't  be  deny'd,  that  by  the  Unfairhfulnefs  of  our 

Emperor  and  the  Empire  are  reduced  to  the 

flityof  maintaining  the  War  alone  againil  France 

if  they  (houid  fall  under  the  Weight  of  it, 
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at  in  all  probability  they  mult  j  confideting  that  France  alone, 
not  only  without,  but  contrary  to  Spain,  did  maintain  a 
Warfo  long;>gainft  aJ)  the  Confederate  Powers,  theBallance 
of  Europe,  which  by  this  Treaty  is  alledged  to  be  prderved, 
will  intalliblybe  deftroycd,  and  ai' Chnftendom  muft  fub- 
mit  to  the  Yoskof  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 

This  is  enough  in  general,  to  (hew  the  bad  Confeqnencei 
of  this  Treaty,  which  will  ftill  appear  in  a  clearer  Light, 
by  the  following  Particulars. 

i.  That  the  Proteftant  Iotrreft  in  the  Empire  is  in  great 
Hazard  of  being  deftroyed  by  it ;  for  the  Princes  and  Coun- 
tries of  our  Communion  on  the  Rhine,  and  in  the  Circle  of 
Swabia,  &c  lye  next  to  the  Danger  of  being  invaded  by 
Trance,  as  they  have  already  fuffe red  moll  by  her  Arms. 

a.  If  once  they  come  to  be  fubdued,  the  Proteilant  Do- 
minions of  the  Families  of  Hefs,  Brandenbnrgh,  Saxony  and 
Bmnfmck,  which  make  the  Strength  of  the  Proteftanf  Inte- 
reft  in  Germany,  are  like  to  be  the  nr xc  Objeits  of  French 
Fury  and  Rage,  animated  by  the  Rigottry  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  who  are  the  fworn  Enemies  of  the  Protefiant  Re- 
ligion y  and  have  long  been  engaged  in  a  Defign,  to  root 
out  what  they  call  the  7>{orthem  Herefie.  No  body  can  doubt 
of  this,  who  has  read  the  blafphemous  Panegyricks  of  the 
French  Clergy  to  Lewis  XIV.  whofe  former  SuccefTes  they 
afcribed  to  his  Zeal  againft  the  Reformation  *  and  there  is 
|H0  doubt,  but  they  will  now  afcribe  the  Retrieval  of  his 
Affairs,  which  they  themfelves  thought  defperate,  to  the 
fame  Caufe. 

3.  We  (hall  ftill  fee  more  Reafon  to  be  diffatisfied  with 
theprefent  Peace,  when  we.confider  the  Danger  to  which 
theiihiftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover,  which  under  GOD,  may 
juftly  be  accounted  the  plight  Anchor  of  our  Hopes,  is 
thereby  expofed* 

I;  is  evident,  that  the  Elector  muft  flute  of  the  fame  Fate 
with  theEmperor  and  Empire:  He  is  by  Duty,  as  well  as 
Intereft,  obliged  to  concur  with  them  in  the  prefent  War ; 
fo  that  he  cannot  draw  back,  his  Ciicumfhnces  are  made 
fnch  by  the  Entail  of  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  upon  his 
Family,  that  he  is  thereby  become  the  principal  Objtflt  of 
the  Hatred  of  the  Courts  of  Trance  and  St.  Germains,  and  of 
all  their  Adherents  in  the  Britijh  Dominions.  They  have 
given  fufficient  Demonftration  o£  their  implacable  Malice 
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againft  them;  not  only  by  the  Meafures  above  mentioned, 
which  tend  to  fetafide  his  Succeflion,  but  by  bringing  the 
Swedes  into  the  Empire,  and  within  an  Ace  of  invading  his 
Hereditary  Dominions,  had  not  the  Divine  Providence,  by 
infatuating  Count  Sfm^oc^wardedorT  the  Blow.  We  arc  not 
to  doubt  but  the  French  Court,  and  their  £>**//&  Fa&ion* 
will  purfue  their  Malice  againft  the  Elector  to  the  utmoft, 
for  the  following  Reafons.  The  French,  becaufe  they  know 
that  if  ever  he  come  to  the  Throne  of  Great-Britain,  he 
will  be  more  capable  than  any  of  our  Sovereigns  have  ever 
yet  been,  of  holding  the  Ballance  of  Europe  in  his  Hands, 
and  by  Confequence,  of  baffling  the  Defigns  of  France,  to  ob- 
tain the  Univerfal  Monarchy,  Their  Britijb  Fa&ion,  be- 
caufe if  once  the  Ele&or  afcend  our  Throne,  they  mufl  bid 
Adieu  for  ever  to  all  their  Hopes  about  the  Pretender,  for 
whom  they  have  done  enough  to  forfeit  their  Lives  and 
Bftates  to  the  Jufticeof  our  Laws, 

Is  it  not  then  a  melancholy  Confideration,  that  by  the 
Treachery  of  our  Managers,  a  Famjly  upon  whom  the  Li- 
berties of  Europe,  and  the  Safety  of  the  Proteftant  Intereft 
does  chitfly  depend,  under  GOD,  Ihould  be  thus  expofed 
to  almoft  unavoidable  Ruin  ? 

4.  It  is  likewife  proper  to  obferve  in  this  place,  that  by 
the  26th  Article,  as  exhibited  in  the  Abflraft,  the  King  of 
Sweden^  with  his  Kingdoms,  Dominions,  Frovinces,  and 
Kight*,  are  in  the  beft  manner  included  in  the  prefent  Trea- 
ty. What  Reafon  can  there  be  afligned  for  this  Article, 
but  the  Attachment  of  that  Prince  to  the  Intereft  of  France % 
and  the  Diveriion  which  he  has  already  given,  or  may  flill 
be  fuppofed  capable  of  giving,,  to  the  Confederate  Arms  ? 
Every  one  knows,  that  he  had  the  Ballance  of  Europe  once 
in  his  Hands ;  and  if  he  had  joyned  the  Confederates  when 
he  came  into  Germany  with  his  Triumphant  Army,  he  might 
have  put  an  End  to  the  War,  andfecured  his  own  Pretenti- 
ons in  a  much  more,  compendious,  as  well  as  effectual  man- 
ner, than  now  he  can  hope  for. 

What  elfe  can  we  uoderftand  by  this  Article,  but  that  it 
25  big  with  a  new  War,  wherein  Great-Britain  mufl  concur 
wkh  France,  if  that  Prince  be  not  fansfied,  as  to  all  the 
Eights,  Dominions  and  Provinces,  which  his  Enthufuftical 
Fancy  may  induce  him  to  claim  from  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
pire ?  If  this  be  wt  the  cafe.  Why  is  he  included  in  fuch  a 
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difliuguifhtng  manner  in  the  preftnt  Treaty,  when  the 
King  of  Denmark  is  left  out  ?  Is  not  that  Prince  as  much  a 
Proteftant,  and  as  nearly  Allied  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Sri- 
t»i»>  as  the  King  of  Sweden ;  or  has  he  appeared  iefs  firm  to 
the  Common  Interefts  of  Europe  > 

5.  But  to  leave  Foreign  Affairs,  and  to  return  to  our  own, 
if  rhey  can  be  feparated  from  thofe  of  our  Allies  ?  Js|it  not 
evident, 

1.  That  the  new  governing  Fa&ion,  who  did  by  Mobs 
and  Tumults,  &c,  fdze  the  Adminiftration,  pack  a  Parlia- 
ment to  their  purpofe,  and  have  fince  impofed  upon  Het 
Majefty,  do  by  this  Treaty*  think  to.fecure  themfeives  a 
Power  by  the  Afllftance  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  to  com- 
pleat  the  Ruin  which  they  have  already  begun  of  all  that 
is  dear  to  us,  as  Men  and  Chriilians.  Can  we  in  Scotland 
doubt  of  this,  when  we  fee  our  Highland  Popifh  Clans  lift- 
ed in  (hefe  Men's  Pay,  that  moft  of  the  fmaH  Remainder  of 
Power  that  was  left  in  our  Country  by  the  Union,  is  put 
into  the  Hands  of  Jacobites^  and  rhat  Oaths  are  impofed  up- 
on our  Church,  on  purpofe  to  perplex  and  divide  us.  Sure 
this  can't  be  deny'd,  iince  we  all  know,  that  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  Scruples  that  many  of  our  Minifters  had 
againft  the  Znglifb  Atl$  referred  to  in  that  Oath ;  and  yet 
they  would  not  admit  of  the  lead  Explanation  fox  the  Re- 
moval of  the  faid  Scrup'es. 

2.  Is  it  not  plain,  That  under  their  Influence,  and  by 
their  Direction,  our  Fundamental  Liberties,  and  the  Pro- 
teftantSucceflion,  v/hich  was  fettled  to  preferve  them,  have 
been,  and  are  every  Day  attacked  by  Addrefifcs,  Libels  ?  &c. 
Is  it  not  demonftrable,  that  the  gtofseft  Doctrines  of  Ty- 
ranny and  Popery,  fuch  as  Indefeafible  and  Hereditary 
Right,  and  Irrcfiftibility  of  Princes,  with  the  Neceflity  of  a 
conftant  Succt ffion  of  Diocefan  Bifhops,  of  all  Ecclefiafti- 
c;jJ  Adminiftrations  by  Prtefts,  Epifcopally  Ordain'd,  of 
Auricular  Confeffion  to  them,  Abfolution  from  them,  and 
of  Propitiatory  Sacrifices  offered  up  by  them,  inflead  of  the 
LORD'S  Supper  5  have  invaded  the  Pulpits  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  bid  Defiance  to  the  Cenfuresof  the  Parlia- 
ment and  Convocation  ? 

3.  Is  it  not  as  plain,  That  by  the  Avowed  Principles  of 
thcfeMen,  not  only  all  the  Diffenters  in  England  and  Ire- 
land,  are   Unchri{ten'd3    but    all   the  Forftgn   Trotefiant 
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Churches,  with  the  Church  of  Scotland,  into  the  Bargain,  arc 
Unchurched  $  and  that  they  have  undermin'd  the  latter, 
contrary  to  a  Solerafi  Treaty,  by  their  Toleration  and  Pa- 
tronage Aits,  in  order  finally  to  deftroy  Her,  and  make  Her 
3  Sacrifice  to  EraflianPrdacy,  Will-Woifliip,  Jacobitifm, 
and  Flagrant  Immorality  f 

4.  Then,  as  to  our  Trade,  which  was  the  principal  Bait 
to  make  us  (wallow  the  Treaty  ;  Is  it  not  plain  from  the 
Multitude  of  AddrefTes  daily  offered  to  the  Parliament,  of 
Great-Britain,  that  our  Commerce  is  likewife  facrificed  to 
the  Intereft  of  France}  And  is  not  Scotland,  notwithftandwg 
the  Peace,  which  ought  to  leffen  ourExpences,  made  fnb- 
jc&to  a  new  and  luinoui  Tax  upon  Malt,  tho'  feme  of  our 
worthy  Members  argued  as  well  as  Men  could  do,  againft  it? 
This  is  fo  plain  an  Indication  of  the  Hatred  the  Managers 
Rave  to  our  Country,  as  fufficiently  juflifies  the  noble  Effort 
of  our  Scots  Lords  and  Commons  to  acquaint  Her  Majefty, 
that  they  will  move  (or  a  Bill  to  diflolve  the  Union,  which 
we  have  found  by  fad  Experience  to  have  been  manag'd  to 
our  Ruin,  inftead  of  our  Improvement ;  and  are  like  to 
find  it  more  fo,  if  ever  the  Duty  on  Salt  be  levied,  which 
is  now  to  commence  in  a  little  time. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  my  Reafons  why  I  cannot 
pyrr  in  a  Thankf^iving  for  the  Peace,  as  being  jnft  arid 
honourable,  according  as  we  are  enjoy ned  by  the  Procla- 
mation to  do. 

I  come  in  the  next  place  to  confider  your  Reafons  for  the 
contrary  Practice.    And, 

i.  That  we  are  enjoyned  to  it  by  the  Civil  Authority, 
which,  as  you  juflly  obferve,  is  owned  by  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  to  have  a  Power  of  appointing Thankfgivings  and 
Fairs,  on  proper  Occasions. 

But  then,  you  muft  own,  That  according  to  omXoniii- 
tntion,  the  Church  ought  to  be  confulted  in  thofe  Matters  j 
efpeciafly  when  Religion  is  concerned,  as  it  certainly  is  in 
the  prefent  Cafe.  You  know  as  well  as  I,  That  had  the 
jRepre Tentative  of  the  hurch  of  Scotland  been  coniulted  in 
this  Matter,  they  would  naturally  have  objr&ed,  1.  That 
at  they  were  never  acquainted  with  the  Negociations  and 
Teinas  of  the  Peace,  they  could  not  proftitute  fo  folemn  an 
Ordinance,  as  that  of  giving  I  ublick  Thanks  to  GOD  in 
their  Congregations,  by  implicit  Faith,  this  being  no  Part 


of  the  fyafonable  Stryice  which  the  Gofpel  InftitUtion  de- 
mands from  a  Chriftian  Church. 

2.  They  would  probably  have  enquired  into  moll  of  the 
things  hinted  at  above,  that  preceded,  accompanied,  and 
follow'd  the  Treaty,  and  which  had  come  to  their  Know- 
ledge by  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Intelligence,  tho*  not  by 
Order  of  the  Government. 

3.  That  they  would  have  defiied  time  to  confider,  whe- 
ther the  giving  of  publick  Thanks  for  a  Peace  fo  circum- 
ftantiated,  was  not  a  manifeft  Mocking  of  GOD,  to  whom 
they  had  lb  frequently  returned  Thanks  by  Authority  for  the 
Succefs  of  the  Confederate  Arms,  which  put  us  and  our: 
Allies  in  a  fair  Way  of  obtaining  thofe  things  which  we 
prayed  fcr,  and  that  feem  now  in  a  great  Meafure  to  be 
given  up  by  the  prefent  Treaty  to  the  Common  Enemy, 
againil  whom  we  both  fought  and  prayed, 

4.  That  they  would  have  ferioufly  considered,  Whether 
they  could  offer  Thanks  to  GOD,  for  a  Treaty  that  inveft* 
the  Common  Perfecutor  of  the  Reformation  with  a  greater: 
Power  than  ever  to  deftroy  Liberty  and  Religion,  which 
are  the  greatefl  Bleffings  we  can  receive,  in  or-ier  to  make 
us  happy  in  this  World,  and  that  to  come.  It  mull  needs  be 
very  ilrange  in  us  to  thank  GOD  for  fuch  a  Peace  as  exaJt* 
the  French  King,  after  we  have  prayed  long,  and  that  too 
by  the  Concurrence  of  the  Civil  Authority,  That  GOD 
would  humble  him,  and  reduce  his  exorbitant  Power. 

5.  They  would  probablv  have  defired  Time  to  examine, 
Whether  the  ptefent  Treaty  was  not  carried  on,  as  the 
other  Allies  aliedge,  by  Fraud  and  Force,  in  manifeft  Vio- 
lation of  the  Publick  Faith,  which  was  plighted  to  thern 
by  folemn  Treaties  and  Promifes  from  the  Throng  and  by 
the  Concurrence  of  Parliament. 

6.  They  might  have  reafonably  objected.  That  it  would 
be  very  hard  to  impofe  fuch  a  thing  upon  the  Church 
of  Scotland^  when  they  knew  that  the  Treaty,  as  aboye 
circumftantiate,  was  difliked  by  all  their  Proteftant  Bre* 
thren  abroad,  and  by  the  greateu  and  fincereft  Body  of  Prp» 
teftantsat  home. 

7.  Is  it  not  plain,  that  this  Matter  ought  to  be  thorowly 
canvaffed,  before  W£  prefume  to  joynina  Thankfgiving  for 
2  Peace,  in  Opposition  to  which,  all  the  Proteitants  of  Get* 
mnnyi  and  particularly  the  Uluflrious  FarsiJy  of  Hww, 
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Upon  whom  the  Entail  of  our  Crown  is  fettled,  are  re- 
folded to  venture  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  Should  we  by 
our  Practice  condemn  them  as  Fools,  and  wreath  the  Yoke 
about  their  Necks,  without  firft  hearing  what  they  can  fay 
for  themfelves  ? 

8.  You  muft  alfo  allow  me  to  fay,  that  fince  the  Gene- 
ral Affembly  of  our  Church  declined  giving  Thanks  to  the 
Queen  for  the  Peace,  which  I  fuppofe  proceeded  from 
fome  of  thefe  Reafons,  it  would  look  very  undutilul,  or  at 
leaf!  difrefpe&ful  in  her  particular  Sons,  to  join  inapub- 
Jick  Thankfgiving  to  GOD,  for  what  their  common  Mo- 
ther did  not  think  fit  to  thank  the  Queen* 

Your  fecond  Keafon  is,  that  a  publick  Thankfgiving  was 
obferved  for  the  Peace  of  fyfmck,  which  you  think  was 
worfe  than  that  obtained  by  the  prefent  Treaty. 

But  the  Anfwer  is  ready: 

i.  That  GOD  did  not  then  give  the  like  Succefs  to  the 
Confederate  Arms,  as  he  did  by  the  laft  War 

%  That  if  giving  publick  Thanks  was  a  Fault  then,  it 
lv ill  nor  juftify  the  commiffion  of  another  now. 

3.  That  it  is  certain,  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  not  left  in 
poifeflionof  fuch  an  Exorbitant  Power  by  that  Treaty,  as  by 
this ;  nor  were  we  then  in  fuch  Danger  by  the  Pretender, 
as  at  prefent ;  the  Infolence  and  Power  of  his  Fadtion  be- 
ing much  increafed  fince  that  time,  and  his  Claim  not  in 
the  leaft  countenanced  by  thofe  who  were  then  in  ths 
Adrainiftration. 

4.  There  was  no  fuch  Opportunity  then,  as  now,  for  his 
Friend?  to  be  brought  or  get  into  Parliaments,  of  which 
we  had  then  two  feparate  ones  to  oppofe  him  ;  whereas 
now  we  have  but  onet  and  that  very  oddly  cor.flituted,  as 
is  but  too  well  known  and  felt  by  the  whole  Xfland. 

5.  There  was  no  fuch  well  founded  Comprint  of  the 
Breach  of  Publick  Faith  on  our  part  in  that  Treaty  as  in 
this,  nor  was  it  carried  on  by  thofe  whom  we  had  any 
reafdn  to  iufpecl:  to  be  Enemies  to  the  common  Liberties 
of  JM/h  o  the  Proteftant  Religion  and  Succelljon,  to  the 
EttabllLiient  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  to  the  Tolera- 
tion |b  England,  or  to  the  Ciyil  Liberties  of  the  Brltljh 
Dominions. 

6.  It 
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tf.  It  cannot  be  faid,  as  has  been  mentioned  already,  that 
the  Honour  of  the  Britifb  Crown,  as  Guarantee  of  the  E* 
didt  of  Tiantes,  was  neglected  to  be  aflferted  at  that  Trea* 
ty ;  nor  was  our  Government  under  fuch  a  Necefficy  now, 
as  then,  to  put  an  end  to  the  War,  before  the  juft  Ends  of 
it  were  obtained  $  for  no  Man  alive  can  fay,  but  undet 
the  late  Miniftry  the  'Subjefts  of  Great  Britain  did  chear* 
iully  venture  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  for  obtaining  a  Jufta 
Safe,  Honourable,  and  Lafting  Peace  ;  which  we  had  a  fait 
Profpeft  of  commanding  $  but  who  raifed  the  Tetnpeft 
that  drove  the  Ship  from  the  Harbour  as  fhe  was  ready  to 
drop  Anchor,  is  too  well  known  to  be  repeated.  Yet  this 
may  be  faid,  that  the  moft  inveterate  Malice  can't  charge 
it  upon  the  Bulk  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain  $  fo  that  the 
Blame  muft  lie  fome  where  elfe,  which  GOD  in  His  dud 
time  will  find  out,  and  avenge. 

Your  third  Reafon  is,  that  the  'Dutch  have  obferved  a 
Thankfgiving  for  the  Peace,  and  that  no  body  will  doubc 
their  Governors  to  be  good  Proteftants,  as  well  as  good 
Patriots. 

To  this  I  anfwe? , 

1.  That  no  Humane  Pra&ice  is  to  be  our  Rule. 

2.  That  their  Circumftances  and  ours,  are  not  alike  \ 
for  they  were  forced  to  it  by  our  ufurping  and  imperious 
Fa&ion,  who  have  forced  that  Treaty  both  upon  the 
T)»tch  and  us  5  and  concluded  it  without  previoufly  laying 
the  Articles  before  the  Parliament,  tho  you  know  the  con- 
trary was  folenanly  promifed. 

$.  The  tutch  being  thus  forced  to  comply,  may  juftly,1 
according  to  their  own  Proverb,  Thanh  GOD  when  their  Le& 

is  broken,  that  'tis  not  their  Heck.  And  tho  'tis  true,  that  we 
ought  in  the  fame  manner  to  thank  GOD,  with  refpedt  to 
our  felves ;  yet  it  will  not  follow  that  we  can  lawfully 
thank  GOD  in  the  Terms  of  the  Proclamation  for  a  Juft 
and  Honourable  Peace,  when  we  have  fo  much  caufe  to 
think  it  is  neither. 

Your,  fourth  Reafon  is,  that  the  Proclamation  threatens 
fuch  Punifhment  as  her  Majefty  can  juflly  inflxft  upon  all 
fuch  as  (hall  contemn  or  neglett  the  Obfervation  of  the 
Thankfgiving. 

To  woich  I  anfwer, 

D  £  That 
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i.  That  no  Penalties  can  be  adduced  for  an  Ar^vnenf, 
where  the  Queftion  is  about  the  Morality  %i  the  Practice 
in  debate. 

a.  By  what  Statute  or  Common  Law  in  Scotland  can  Pu- 
nishment be  inflicted  upon  the  Miniflers  of  this  Church, 
for  not  obferving  a  Thankfgiving  appointed  by  Procla- 
mation >  '   .    • 

3.  Wherfi  there  is  no  Punifhment  to  compel,  what 
fliould  induce  us  to  a  voluntary  Obedience  to  this  Procla- 
mation, where  the  Grounds  therein  given,  will  not  war- 
rant the  Pra&ice  enpined,  as  has  been  already  proved,  and 
wherein  the  manner  of  the  Impofition  is  not  (o  agreeable 
to  out  Couftitution,  according  to  which,  our  General  Af- 
fcmbly,  or  her  Commifllon,  is  her  Majefty's  great  Council 
for  Affairs  that  are  Ecckfiaftical  in  their  nature. 

You  know  that  in  all  the  Struggles  which  our  Nation 
lias  had  with  the  Court  fince  the  Reformation,  about  Reli- 
gious Affairs,  we  have  ever  pleaded,  that  nothing  ought 
to  be  impofed  upon  our  Church,  without  being  previoufly 
considered  and  determined  by  a  General  Affembly,  freely 
chofen,  and  iefr  to  adt  with  full  Liberty  :  So  that  accord- 
ing to  this  Principle,  which  is  certainly  agreeable  to  that 
Liberty  with  which  our  Saviour  has  made  all  his  Difciples 
free,  I  cannot  fee  that  the  Mtnifters  of  this  Church  are  any 
more  obliged  to  obferve  a  Publick  Thankfgiving  in  a  con* 
troverted  Gafe,  without  the  previous  Advice  ?nd  Appoints 
ment  of  a  General  Affernbly,  or  their  Commiffion,  than  the 
Civil  Magiftrates  are  obliged  to  obey  any  dubious  Order  of 
State  that  is  not  founded  on  an  Aft  of  Parliament,  or 
ilfoed  by  the  Advice  of;  fome  other  Court  tjiat  is  autho* 
srked  by  she  Conilitution  to  take  Cognisance  of  fuch 
Matters* 

I  tinderfland,  that  fome  Men  think  to  cover  thcmfelves, 
by  porpofely  abfending  from  their  Churches  on  that  Day, 
or  by  keeping  it5  and  faying  nothing  of  the  Peace  -y  buc 
tow  unbecoming  fuch  Diffirruiktion  with  GOD  and  the 
Government,  in  a  point  of  Solemn  Worfhip,  will  be  in  a 
Minifies  of  the  Gofpd,  let  any  Man  judge.  If  they  think 
the  Peace  bad*  it  is  their  Doty  10  abftain  from  every  thing 
that  feetBS  to  approve  it  5  and  in'  my  Opinion,  their  very 
aSeoabliog  of  the  People  on  that  Day,  according  to  a  Pro* 
ckm&uozi  read  ioz  tk&  £&&$  miM  so  &U  mfooabk  Co^« 
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Rrtittion,  be  taken  for  an  approbation  of  the  Peace,  except 
they  p^nch  aga,inft  it  ;  and  this  would  be  by  their  Words 
to  col radift  their  Pra&ice.  Befides,  I  humbly  conceive, 
it  would  be  as  great  a  failure  in  point  ot  Prudence  and 
common  Juftice,  as  in  point  of  Sincerity  :  For  tho  out 
Minillers  preach  by  Divine  Authority,  yet  fince  they  are 
empowed  to  do  ic  in  our  dated  and  national  manner  by 
one  that  is  Humane,  from  which  they  have  Protection 
and  Maintenance,  they  ought  to  be  as  cautious  in  condem- 
ning, as  in  approving  Publick  Tranfa&ions  from  the  Pulpit, 
in  a  controverted  Cafe,  like  this,  till  the  matter  has  been 
regularly  confidered  and  determined  in  the  General  Aflem- 
bly,  or  their  Commiffion. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  delivered  mv  Thoughts  to  you  with 
that  freedom  and  Plainnefs  as  becomes  aa  honeft  Son  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  when  he  takes  the  matters  of  GOD 
to  be  concerned  ;  Jor  in  that  cafe,  we  are  to  call  none 
Matter  but  Himfeif.  However,  I  hope  there  will  be  Care 
taken  on  both  fides,  that  Difference  of  Sentiments  in 
thofe  things,  may  occafion  no  Breach  of  Chriftian  Cha- 
rity or  Communion.  I  hope,  particularly,  that  you  will 
not  cenfure  me,  nor  thofe  of  my  Principles,  for  not  join- 
ing in  a  Publirk  Thankfgiving,  againfi  which  we  have  Co 
f  many  plain,and  as  we  think>unanfwerable  Obje&ions.  If  you 
and  your  Friends  have  better  Reafons  foj  the  contrary, 
you  would  do  well  to  impart  them,  for  the  Satisfaftioij 
cf  the  Publick  j  otherwife  I  am  afraid  that  the  AveTfion 
which  many  good  People  in  this  Nation  have  to  you  and 
them,  for  taking  the  Oith  of  Abjuration,  will  every  day 
grow  more,  inftead  of%growing  lefs;  for  they  obfetye 
with  too  much  Jutlice,  that  no  body  in  this  Nation  re- 
joices in  the  Peace  as  now  concluded,  but  Papifts  and  Jaco-' 
bites,  whofe  caufes  of  Joy,  are  always  caufes  of  Sorrow  to 
us.  And  tho  I  am  of  opinion,  that  we  are,  with  fob%  to 
exprefs  3  thankful  Submifllon  to  GOD  in  thofe  DifpemV 
tion?  of  Providence  which  are  afflidting,  having  a  view  to 
his  Sovereignty,  in  doing  what  feems  good  to  Himfeif ; 
and  to  his  excellent  Mercy,  in  ordering  all  things  for  the 
Good  of  his  People  •,  yet  fince  he  has  appointed  Solemn 
Thankfgivings  for  publick  Bleffings,  and  Fafls  upon  the 
account  of  our  Sins  and  Judgments  5  To  obferve  Thwikf- 
giyings  for  the  Latter,  and  Fafts  on  account  of  the  Fo?- 
D  2  set 
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m?t>  would  be  to  thwart  the  Nature  and  End*  of  thofe 
Infliction*. 

I  tt\Al  conclude  wrh  my  earnefl  Advice  and  Requefl; 
to  thofe  Minifters  who  are  againfl  the  Oath,  and  obser- 
ving the  Thankfgiving-Day,  that  they  would  not  a&  fo 
much  below  the  Dignity  of  their  Character,  as  to  counte- 
nance the  Separation  of  Parochiners  from  their  Minifters 
on  either  of  thofe  Accounts  ;  fince  according  to  all  the 
Rules  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Common  Order,  Gaufes  of  Sepa- 
ration rauft  be  fuch  as  the  Scnptures  determine  on  that 
Head,  and  when  'tis  controverted  aod  dubious  in  its  own 
nature,  puts  a  flop  to  private  Judgment,  until  it  is  deter- 
mined bv  the  Judicatories  of  the  Church  :  Thofe  who  a& 
otherwife,  ouj»ht  to  be  pui  in  mind  of  what  the  Apoftle 
fays,  If  any  Man  Be  Contentions^  we  have  no  fuch  Ct* ft om ,  neither 

the  churches  of  God.  Which  I  hope  you  will  adlow  me  to 
fay  does  very  plainly  imply,  that  thofe  who  are  fo  apt  to 
feparate  from,  and  to  unchweh  others  upon  fuch  (lender 
Accounts,  are  in  very  great  Danger  of  unchurching  them- 
feives.  We  have  had  a  great  deal  too  much  of  this  already, 
and  fine?  our  Common  Entmy  waits  for  our  halting,  and 
lays  hold,  of  every  Opportunity  to  divide,  in  order  to  de- 
flroy  us,  we  ought  to  take  care  not  to  be  made  the  unhappy 
tjTools  of  doing  their  Work  for  them. 

GOD  feems  in  an  eminent  manner  to  have  been  prefent 
with  our  General  Afieniblies,  ip  directing  them  to  healing 
Methods  and  Councils  at  this  prefent  Junftnre.  Let  not 
then  any  Presbyterian  be  found  guilty  of  difobeying  their 
Orders,  at  a  Time  when  their  Authority  is  fo  much  tram- 
pled upon,  and  when  the  Common  Enemy  defpife  her  fo 
much,  that  they  fend  out  fuch  little  Foxes  as  Vuckat.  &c#  as 
thinking  them  flrong  enough  to  break  down  the  Walls  of 
her  Difciplme  and  Government, 


v  os  sr- 
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T  0  ST  SC  R  ITT. 

IF  it  is  ofifercd  as  an  Argument  fox  the  Obfervation  of 
this  Thankfging,  That  Peace  is  a  good  Thing,  and  that 
every  Battle  of  the  Warriour  is  with  confufed  Noife,  and 
Garments  rolled  in  Blood  ;  and  that  therefore  we  fhouid 
thank  GOD  for  obtaining  the  one,  and  being  delivered  from 
the  other :  It's  eafily  anfwered,TJiat  if  theWar  was  Juft  and 
NeceiTary,as  the  Minijlers  of  this  Church  have  owned  in  all 
their  foleran  Fafts  and  Thankfgivings,  fince  the  Commence- 
ment of  it,  then  the  Continuance  of  it  was  Juft  and  Ne* 
ceflary  too,  till  we  Should  attain  the  Ends  for  which  itwa* 
made  ;  efpecially  when  Providence  blefling  our  Arms  with 
fo  much  Succefs,  gave  us  fo  lair  a  Profpeft  of  ending  glo- 
rioufly,  what  we  warrantably  undertook:  And  to  blefs 
GOD  in  a  folemn  Way,  for  what  appears  to  us  to  be  the 
Sin  of  our  Governors,  and  a  Judgment  on  our  People,  is  to 
overturn  the  Ends  of  that  iblemn  Appointment;  and  ic 
ought  drill  to  be  remembered,  That  it  is  not  Peace  in  the 
general  Idea  of  it ;  but  this  Peace,  as  fafe  and  honourable, 
for  which  we  are  commanded  by  theMagiftrate  to  obferve 
a  Thankfgiving. 

If  Jt  is  alledged,  That  this  Peace  might  have  been  worfef 
and  that  it  is  not  fo,  is  Ground  of  Thankfgiving  :  This 
would  jnflify  a  Thankfgiving  for  any  Event  whatfomever, 
that  can  fall  out  unto  Men  in  the  Land  of  the  Living,  fince 
it  is  the  Mercy  of  GOD  they  are  not  confumed  ;  yet  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  there  are  many  Events,  for  which  a 
folemn  Thankfgiving  would  be  a  Profanation  of  that  facred 
Ordinance,  which,  as  it  is  appointed  of  GOD,  fo  is  ap- 
pointed for  its  own  proper  Seafon,  and  therein  muft  be  ob- 
ferv'd  5  and  if  one  falling  from  a  Precipice,  fhouid  be 
commanded  by  them  who  tumbled  him  down,  to  obferve  a 
Thankfgiving  for  what  had  befallen  him  5  he  had,  I  own, 
Reafon  to  blefs  GOD,  for  having  only  broken  his  Leg, 
when  his  Neck  was  in  danger:  Yet,  to  caufe  him  ob- 
ferve a  Thankfgiving  not  for  the  Efcape  he  made,  but  fo*! 
the  Fall  he  received,  would  be  tyrannical  on  their  pare 
who  impos'd  it,  and  the  Sin  and  Folly  of  him  who  fhouid 
obey  it.  I  muft  fay,  That  its  neither  agreeable  to  the  Du- 
ty, 
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ty,  nor  conducive  to  the  Reputation  of  a  People,  to  canfe 
them  obfcm  folemn  Thamkfgivmgs  for  the  federal  Steps 
that  are  made  to  their  Ruin,  and  fo -obtain  the  folemn  Con- 
fent  of  the  Sufferers  to  them,  till  the  finifhing  Stroke  comes, 
by  which  their moft  valuable Intetefts  are  cutoff. 

It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  That  there  are  good  things  in 
the  Articles  of  Peace,  and  that  thefe  claim  the  Duty  of 
Thankfgiving  for  them  :  To  which  it  is  anfwered,  That  it 
is  not  tor  thefe  good  things  we  are  called  to  Thankfgiving, 
but  for  the  Peace it  felf  5  and  how  far  this  in  the  Subftance 
and  Tendency  thereof,  amounts  to  a  folemn  Ground  of 
Thankfgiving^  may  be  judged,  by  what  is  faid  before  on 
this  Head.  Benhadad  made  it  a  part  of  the  Treaty  betwixt 
Mm  and  the  King  of  ifrael,  7hat  the  Cities  which  his  Father  took 
from  his,  fbould  he  refiored  to  him ;  and  that  the  King  of  Ifrael 
0>ot4d  make  Streets  for  himfelf  in  Damafcus,  as  Benhadad's  £4* 
$her  had  made  for  himfelf  in  Samariah,  which  are  Articles  full 
a*  ample  ns  thefe,  that  concern  the  giving  up  of  Dunkirk  to 
be  demoiifh'd,  &t.  Yet  what  a  mifchievom  Peace  this  was, 
may  be  judged  by  the  Sentence  pronounced  thereupon  by 
the  LORD,  bearing  Extinction  to  the  King  of  Ifrael  and  his 
J*fropte,  1  King.  20.  42. 

^  It  may  perhaps  be  objected  by  fome  againft  my  Refoln- 
tion  not  to  joyn  in  this  Thankfgiving,  That  the  Church 
feems  thereby  to  claim  a  Power  of  determining  in  the  Face 
0t  the  Government,  and  conftituting  themfelyes  Judges  in 
thefe  publick  Transitions,  the  Springs  whereof  are  readi- 
ly unknown  to  them:  But  this  bbje&ion  will  be  found 
to  bear  no  weight,  when  its  considered,  that  the  Church  be- 
ing a  Society  of  RationalCreatur.es,  rrmfc  be  allowed  the 
Judgment  of  Difcretion  ;  and  as  Chrftians,  muft  have  * 
Judgment  about  Grounds  of  Duty  in  Religious  Wfcrfhip, 
without  which  they  can  never  perform  it  in  Faith  ;  and 
when  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  Civil  Government,  by 
afluming  to  themfelves  any  Civil  Authority,  or  putting  3 
Stop  to  the  Meafures  taken  t>y  the  State  in  their  Affairs,  it's 
hard  in  it  felf,  and  noways  agreeable  to  the  Conihtution  of 
this  Church,  to  require  an  implicit  Obedience  fiprrt  then} 
to  the  A&s  of  State  for  public k  Worfhip,  and  to  ftnp 
them  of  their  Natural  and  Religious  Liberty  at  once  ;  in  re- 
fptil  whereof,  they  may,  and  ought  to  judge,  whether  the 
£aidt  Practice  enjoyned,  be  Sin  01 :  Duty :  And  though.  thQ 

Springs 
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Springs  of  publick  Tranfa&ions  are  often  what  they  cannot 
penetrate  into,  yet  when  the  Grounds  given  for  t he  Pra&iee 
enj  oyned,  the  onlv  thing  they  have  accefs  to  judge  of,  ap- 
pear coo  plain  to  them  to  be  what  cannot  warrant  the  Prac- 
tice enjoyned,  it  might  be  expe&ed,  that  they  ftiould  be 
fpared  in  this  Matter,  as  they  were  in  that  of  tfie  Union* 
(for  which  no  Thankfgiving  was  appointed  to  be  obferved 
by  this  Church)  or  if  we  are  not  altogether  exempted  fcom 
it,  that  at  leaft  the  Imposition  fhould  be  delayed,  till  the 
Articles  of  Peace  are  fet  in  a  clearer  Light,  by  giving  m  a 
fuller  Account  ot  them  ;  and  if  thefe  do  not  fatisfy,  Why 
may  it  not  be  lorborn  till  the  Springs  of  that  Tranfa&ion 
may  be  laid  open,  by  which  at  once  the  Peace  may  appear 
a  Ground  of  Thankfgiving,  and  cur  Duty,  with  rcfpeil  to 
the  Obfervance,  cleared  up  to  the  Satisfaction  of  our  Con- 
feiences?  This,  methinks,  would  bear  a  far  greater  Ap* 
pearance  of  Juftice  and  Reafon5  than  to  ufe  the  Minifter* 
and  People  of  this  Church  as  the  Wheels  of  a  Mac1v»es 
which  mud  move  even  in  Religious  Matters  and  Solemn 
Pieces  of  Worlhip,  whitherfoever  they  are  driven,  with* 
owt  allowing  them  that  Exercife  of  Thought,  which  is  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  for  th$  due  Performance  of  Religious 
Worfhip, 

To  conclude,  then  ;  When  we  ferioufly  conlider  the  Arti- 
cles of  Peace,  as  far  as  they  are  known  to  us  5  the  Methods 
by  which  the  Peace  was  carried  on  3  the  Perfon  with  whoas 
its  made,  without  a  Gurantee ;  the  Time  when  it  was  made* 
whenGODfeemedtodeliyer  our  Enemy  onto  our  Hands* 
the  Danger  in  which  the  G&rm*n  Empire,  and  our  Trotefiam 
SucceiTor,  are  left  5  and  by  confequenee,  our  own  Religion 
and  Liberty,  with  the  Common  Interefls  of  Esmpe9  with 
what  is  above  represented,  It  muft  needs  be  very  Running  tp 
all  Spe&ators,  and  to  future  Generations,  who  ihall  read 
it  in  Hifiory,  That  the  Church  of  Scotland  has  given  th& 
,  snoS  fokmn  Approbation  to  that  Deed,  that  they  were  £$* 
pabl^  to  giye3  ox  the  Mature  ot  the  thing  cm  teceiyg* 
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